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respectable thought. The right of the Church to
possess wealth, or of the State to exercise coercive \>.
power, was questioned in the thirteenth century by X
the sectaries of Southern France, for whose chastise-
ment was invented the terrible weapon of the
Inquisition. But such anti-social vagaries were
rigidly suppressed. The heresies of the early Middle
Ages contained a mixture of wild fancy and obdurate
realism, exactly calculated to secure the discomfiture
of those who held them. They were in the main
the beliefs of the poor and oppressed, of men who
felt the full force of the ironic contrast between the
promises of the gospel and the performance of the
world; who questioned doctrine where it seemed to
conflict with the patent evidence of the senses; and
finding the world full of evils, cried out against the
fundamental principles upon which it was arranged.
Such a spirit of wholesale revolt is common to every
age and clime. In the Middle Ages, when the State
was loosely jointed, and the dominant evil was to
be found rather in the deficiency than in the ex-
cess of governance, the spirit of democratic protest
was sporadic and unorganized. No comprehensive
political programmes were drawn up; no revolu-
tionary philosophy of the State was formulated.
Disciplined minds avoided original speculations,
which in that theological atmosphere might easily
glide into heresy; and to the sectary of the mountain
valleys the science of political architecture was as
hidden as the anatomy of the body or the vast
continent on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean.

There can be no clearer proof of the strict limita-
tions which the character of the medieval polity
imposed upon political speculation than the case